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GO Spring!

Ice storm cleanup continues:
What about the trees?

[Click on headline to jump to the story]

Signs of spring are everywhere on the

The January ice storm created quite a bit
of devastation to the campus and surrounding areas.
A preliminary estimate by University of
Arkansas administrators puts the cost of
related repairs and cleanup at approximately $700,000, but that figure is expected to
increase.
“The university contracted with three
tree services to help deal with the broken
tree limbs and downed trees around campus,” said Donald Pederson, vice chancellor for finance and administration. “In
addition, we are contracting with a wood
chipper service to make mulch out of the
tons of debris we’ve collected on campus.”
The estimate does not include the cost
of contracting for the wood chipper service
or possible overtime expenses in some
units.
The full scope of damage to trees and
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University of Arkansas campus – trees
budding, flowers blooming and spring
break is just a few days away!
•••
Logo alert! You may have heard the
University of Arkansas will soon have
a new logo. That logo will go into use
July 1, so no need to rush out and
reprint stationery and other materials.
Use up what you have (even after July
1), and if you’re running low, try to
order only what you need.
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other plants on campus is still not
known, and it may be several months
before it is determined what will
have to be replaced.
“We will be replacing many trees
fairly soon,” said Ron Edwards, director of operations for facilities
management. “Others, we will have
to wait until spring to get a better
idea of the full extent of the damage and overall replacement requirements.”
Mike Johnson, associate vice
chancellor for facilities management,
said that the cost of the cleanup
could have been even higher.
“The 700 students, faculty and
staff who volunteered Thursday
afternoon the week following the
storm to help clean up debris saved
us hundreds of man-hours and literally thousands of dollars,” he said.
To learn more about an effort under way to raise funds to replace
campus trees, visit the ice storm Web
site:
http://icestorm2009.uark.edu

Get some green!
Competition promises big cash
payout to winning teams

A campuswide sustainability competition is
currently under way with the promise of bigdollar awards to the winning student teams. The
Students First Sustainability Competition is the
first University of Arkansas effort to offer $30,000
in prizes to the winning teams. First place will
garner $15,000 for the winners while prizes of
$10,000 and $5,000 will go to the second and
third place teams.
“The University of Arkansas is rapidly moving
to the forefront of sustainability in higher education,” said Nick Brown, the University of Arkansas executive assistant for sustainability. “The
Students First Sustainability Competition will engage students in our sustainability efforts, harvest
their knowledge about energy conservation, water
conservation, recycling and pollution prevention,
and reveal ways that we can save money on campus utility bills.”
The idea is that interdisciplinary teams will come up with a multi-faceted plan to enact significant resource savings at the University of Arkansas. The winning team has the
chance to have its plan put into use. Teams are doing research, writing business and promotional plans and basically looking at ways to address real sustainability issues on our
campus. Brown said 40 teams have entered the competition.
The winners will be announced in conjunction with Earth Day activities in late April.
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Sustainability expert
joins faculty
Gregory Norris, an expert in the sustainability of projects, process and capital, has joined the Applied Sustainability Center at
the University of Arkansas, effective Jan. 1, 2009. Although the
center is a multidisciplinary organization, it is housed in the Sam
M. Walton College of Business. Norris holds an 80 percent appointment as an adjunct professor with the college.
“Our strategy is grounded in life cycle analysis, the methodology best capable of exploring and evaluating claims about the
sustainability of products,” said Jon Johnson, director of the Applied Sustainability Center. “Greg Norris is one of the genuine
leaders of the LCA world. He has already worked with the center
for several months in developing its strategy, and we are very excited to have him on our team, helping us advance the availability
of valid and transparent life cycle inventory data. Greg is working
on several projects that will make us central players in this very
important world.”
Norris founded and directs Sylvatica, an international life cycle
assessment institute that consults on life cycle analysis to the
United Nations, governments in the United States and abroad, a
variety of Fortune 500 companies, industrial associations, and
smaller companies, and the non-profit sector. Norris manages the
LCA-Into-LEED process for the U.S. Green Building Council.
He is senior fellow with GreenBlue, providing life cycle analysis
guidance to their sustainable packaging coalition, and through the
coaltion to businesses and organizations such as Wal-Mart and the

Gregory Norris

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
He also founded Earthster, an open source sustainable information platform, and New Earth, a global fund for community-driven
sustainable development. Norris teaches life cycle analysis at Harvard, and is an adjunct lecturer at the Harvard School of Public
Health. He is an editor for the International Journal of LCA and
the Journal of Industrial Ecology.
He holds bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering from
MIT, a master’s degree in aeronautics and astronautics from Purdue University, and a doctorate in natural resource from the University of New Hampshire.
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Now playing: Web videos highlight green practice and expertise
University of Arkansas enters 2009 Chill Out video contest
The University of Arkansas has entered the third annual Chill
Out: Campus Solutions to Global Warming contest with the video
University of Arkansas Sustainability. This video contest submission was produced by the University of Arkansas Global Campus
Media Services Department.
Chill Out: Campus Solutions to Global Warming is a program
of the National Wildlife Federation (NWF). It recognizes campuses and campus leaders in their efforts to confront global warming issues. NWF will select eight winning entries. Winning entries will be featured in a Chill Out: Campus Solutions to Global
Warming broadcast in April 2009 and will receive opportunities to
work with the NWF and the Sustainable Endowments Institute.
Voting ended earlier this month and the winner will be announced April 15. To view the video entry, visit:
http://www.gogreentube.com/watch.php?v=NDgzNDA5
Faculty expertise featured by Farm Bureau
The Arkansas Farm Bureau featured expertise in sustainable
agriculture by Jennie Popp (Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences) and Michael Faupel (Applied Sustainability Center) in its February issue of the Farm Bureau video
magazine. To view the video, follow this link. The segment with
Popp and Faupel begins at 7:20:
http://arfb.feedroom.com/

zine, now features a video component and has posted a number
of videos. Many of them have a sustainability angle including
videos titled Solar Boat Races, Sustaining Petra and Preserving
Pingualuit. To view these and other videos, follow the link on the
Research Frontiers Web site:
http://researchfrontiers.uark.edu/index.php

Research in sustainability, preservation
Research Frontiers, the University of Arkansas research maga-

Check out http://sustainability.uark.edu
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Making the green grade
GreenReportCard.org is the first interactive Web site to
provide in-depth sustainability profiles for hundreds
of colleges in all 50 U.S. states and in Canada.
Information is based on extensive research
conducted for the College Sustainability
Report Card.
The report card is designed to identify
colleges and universities that are leading by
example in their commitment to sustainability. The
aim is to provide accessible information for schools
to learn from one another’s experiences, enabling them to
establish more effective sustainability policies. The College
Sustainability Report Card is the only independent sustainability

evaluation of campus operations and endowment investments.
The profiles of 300 schools were created using
information gathered through independent research as well as through voluntary responses
from school administrators to three surveys.
In total, 290 of the 300 schools (over 96
percent) responded to at least one survey.
How’d we do? Check it out:
http://www.greenreportcard.org/reportcard-2009/schools/university-of-arkansas-fayetteville

Peer Review – Curriculum grant to Texas enhances sustainability learning
A grant made to the School of Architecture at the University of
Texas at Austin is providing funds to faculty so they may incorporate principles of sustainable design into core curriculum.
The $240,000 grant from the Meadows Foundation is being
disbursed via a competitive process in which faculty can submit
proposals to compete for four $20,000 awards each fall, beginning
last fall. Faculty proposals outline their strategy to incorporate
more explicit attention to energy use and other aspects of environmental sustainability into their coursework.

The enhanced curriculum is expected to give
students a competitive edge as they enter the
workforce upon graduation, said Elizabeth Mueller, director of the Center for Sustainable Development.
Faculty from all areas of the school, including
architecture, landscape architecture, community
and regional planning, interior design, urban design, sustainable
design and historic preservation, can compete for the grants.

6

Savings, upgrades and
maintenance: Oh my!
In December, the University of Arkansas awarded a $20.9 million
contract to Energy Systems Group of Evansville, Ind., to design and
install facility improvements that reduce energy consumption and address deferred maintenance issues in 56 buildings on the Fayetteville
campus. The contract marks the first phase of a campuswide energy
savings and facility modernization program. The energy performance
agreement between ESG and the university guarantees that energy
savings over a 13-year period will cover the cost of building improvements. ESG will reduce the university’s total annual energy consumption on campus by 30 percent.
ESG will make key energy conservation improvements to the
buildings over a two-year period. Renovations will include the installation of more efficient lighting, heating and cooling systems, water
conservation equipment, and installation of a solar-powered heater for
the swimming pool in the Health, Physical Education and Recreation
Building.
In addition, ESG will work with university relations to provide a
campuswide communications campaign about initiatives to save energy. The Razors EDGE program will provide students, faculty and
staff with timely information regarding construction schedules, program benefits and training on use of the new equipment and controls.

Do you have story ideas or submissions for the next
issue of GO? Contact Danielle Strickland at
strick@uark.edu or Laura Jacobs at laura@uark.edu.

Green Q&A:

Why don’t we recycle
paper towels?
According to MIT’s recycling committee Web site,
paper can be recycled only so many times. During each
generation, the paper fibers become shorter and by the
time it becomes a paper towel or piece of tissue paper,
the fiber is very short. So, paper towels and tissue paper are not considered to be recyclable. Another reason
these items cannot be recycled is they may have organic
matter on them – food, germs, mold, etc. – which can
contaminate other items to be recycled.
Using products with postconsumer recycled
content will help keep
waste out of landfills ...
and of course, reducing use
in the first place is the primary
“R” in the reduce, reuse, recycle
mantra.

